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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from 26 June on the following motion moved by Hon Helen Morton (Minister for Mental Health) — 
That pursuant to standing order 69(1), the Legislative Council take note of tabled papers 1449A–E 
(2014–15 budget papers) laid upon the table of the house on Thursday, 8 May 2014. 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [3.22 pm] — in reply: I thank 
members for their contributions to debate on the 2014–15 budget. As members are aware, the budget has been 
framed in very difficult circumstances, while the economy is expected to remain strong and easing of growth is 
expected as business investment continues to moderate from its recent peak. This moderation in domestic 
economic conditions is flowing through to lower employment and wages growth. This in turn is resulting in 
weaker growth in taxation collections, particularly payroll tax, the state’s largest tax base. At the same time as 
our tax collections are moderating, the lag nature of the GST distribution process means that we are receiving 
significantly less GST revenue from the commonwealth. Given the subdued revenue outlook and continuing 
strong demand for government services driven by a rapidly expanding population, this budget includes a new 
package of revenue and savings measure totalling $2 billion over the next four years. The new corrective 
measures implemented in this budget have enabled significant additional funding to key front-line services while 
still projecting general government operating surpluses. 

In 2014–15 alone the government is increasing appropriation to WA Health by $480 million or 11.4 per cent, 
education by $200 million or 5.6 per cent, the Disability Services Commission by $53 million or 8.3 per cent, the 
Mental Health Commission by $55 million or 9.7 per cent, and child protection and family support by 
$32 million or six per cent. In this way, the budget is ensuring that we continue to protect the most vulnerable in 
our community and achieve sustainable financial outcomes into the future. This budget provides for an asset 
investment program of $6.7 billion in 2014–15, with the total investment of $23.7 billion over the next 
four years. This investment reflects the state government’s extensive commitment to improving public 
infrastructure, ensuring ongoing access to quality schools and hospitals, modern road, rail and power networks, 
and other essential infrastructure. Of note, the delivery of key health infrastructure projects has been the 
hallmark of this government, and the Liberal–National government is spending $7 billion to upgrade and 
redevelop the state’s hospitals and health services. This incorporates expenditure on three new hospitals for the 
Perth metropolitan area, as well as four new major health campuses and six other new healthcare facilities in 
regional Western Australia. The government’s infrastructure spending enhances the provision of high quality 
government services to all members of the community regardless of income. 

Balancing the state’s ability to meet the demand for services and infrastructure, keep increases in tax and charges 
within reason and deliver sustainable financial outcomes is a challenging task for the government. Nevertheless, 
the 2014–15 budget achieves these objectives by responding to the state’s changing economic circumstances, 
building on the government’s achievements and focusing on delivering essential reform while also responding to 
growth in demand for health, education, disability services, child protection and other front-line services. It is a 
budget in which tough but responsible decisions have been made to secure our economic future. 

Once again, I thank members for their contribution to the debate on the recent state budget. 

Question put and passed. 
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